The Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage

Celebrant begins
 Dearly beloved: We have come together in the presence of God to witness and bless the joining together of this man and this woman in Holy Matrimony.  The bond and covenant of marriage was established by God in creation, and our Lord Jesus Christ adorned this manner of life by his presence and first miracle at a wedding in Cana of Galilee.  It signifies to us the mystery of the union between Christ and His Church, and Holy Scripture commends it to be honored among all people.

The union of husband and wife in heart, body, and mind is intended by God for their mutual joy; for the help and comfort given one another in prosperity and adversity; and, when it is God’s will, for the procreation of children and their nurture in the knowledge and love of the Lord.  Therefore marriage is not to be entered into unadvisedly or lightly, but reverently, deliberately, and in accordance with the purposes for which it was instituted by God.

Into this holy union (Evan Lattea Hays) and (Amy Noelle Rogers) now come to be joined.  If any of you can show just cause why they may not lawfully be married, speak now; or else for ever hold your peace.

Then the Celebrant says to the persons to be married

I require and charge you both, here in the presence of God, that if either of you know any reason why you may not be united in marriage lawfully, and in accordance with God’s Word you do now confess it.

Declaration of Consent

The Celebrant says to the woman

(Amy), will you have this man to be your husband; to live together in the covenant of marriage? Will you love him, comfort him, honor and keep him, in sickness and in health; and forsaking all others, be faithful to him as long as you both shall live?

The woman answers

I will.

The Celebrant says to the man

(Evan), will you have this woman to be your wife; to live together in the covenant of marriage? Will you love her, comfort her, honor and keep her, in sickness and in health; and forsaking all others, be faithful to her as long as you both shall live?

The man answers

I will.

The Celebrant then address the parents of the man and woman, saying

Evan and Amy have declared their intention towards each other. As their parents, will you now entrust your son and daughter to one another as they come to be married? 

Both sets of parents answer 


We will
The Celebrant then addresses the congregation, saying

Will all of you witnessing these promises do all in your power to uphold these two persons in their marriage?

People



We Will

The Ministry of the Word

 Celebrant  
The Lord be with you
People 
And also with you

Celebrant
 Let us pray:

O gracious and everliving God, you have created us male and female in your image: Look mercifully upon this man and this woman who come to you seeking your blessing, and assist them with your grace, that with true fidelity and steadfast love they may honor and keep the promises and vows they make; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen

Lesson One  (Heidi Strate—Ruth (1:1-18) ESV): 

Reader 
A Reading from the Book of Ruth 


In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the land, and a man of Bethlehem in Judah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he and his wife and his two sons. The name of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilon. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of Moab and remained there. But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons. These took Moabite wives; the name of one was Orpah and the name of the other was Ruth. They lived there about ten years, and both Mahlon and Chilion died, so that the woman was left without her sons and her husband. Then she arose with her daughter-in-law to return from the country of Moab, for she had heard in the fields of Moab that the LORD had visited his people and given them food.  So she set out from the place where she was with her two daughters-in-law, and they went on the way to return to the land of Judah.  But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, ‘Go, return each of you to her mother’s house.  May the LORD deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. The LORD grant that you may find rest, each of you in the house of her husband!” Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept.  And they said to her, ‘No, we will return with you to your people.’ But Naomi said, ‘Turn back my daughters; go your way, for I am too old to have a husband.  If I should say I have hope, even if I should have a husband this night and should bear sons, would you therefore wait till they were grown? Would you therefore refrain from marrying? No my daughters, for it is exceedingly bitter to me for your sake that the hand of the LORD has gone out against me.’ Then they lifted up their voices and wept again.  And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her.  And she said, “See your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods, return after your sister-in-law.’ But Ruth said ‘Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following you. For where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge.  Your people shall be my people, and your God my God.  Where you die I will die, and there will I be buried.  May the LORD do so to me and more also if anything but death parts me from you.’ And when Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more.

Reader: 
The word of the Lord

People: 
Thanks be to God

Lesson Two  (Dan Zeccola—1 Samuel (17:55-18:8; 19:1-2; 20:13-17) ESV)

Reader: 
A Reading from First Samuel 


As soon as Saul saw David go out against the Philistine, he said to Abner, the commander of the army, ‘Abner, whose son is this youth?’ And Abner said, ‘As your soul lives, O king, I do not know.’ And the king said, ‘Inquire whose son the boy is.’ And as soon as David returned from the striking down of the Philistine, Abner took him and brought him before Saul with the head of the Philistine in his hand.  And Saul said to him, ‘Whose son are you, young man?’ And David answered, ‘I am the son of your servant Jesse the Bethlehemite.’ As soon as he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul.  And Saul took him that day and would not let him return to his father’s house.  Then Jonathan made a covenant with David, because he loved him as his own soul.  And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was on him and gave it to David and his armor, and even his sword and his bow and his belt. And David went out and was successful wherever Saul sent him, so that Saul set him over the men of war. And this was good in the sight of all the people and also in the sight of Saul’s servants. As they were coming home, when David returned from striking down the Philistine, the women came out of all the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet King Saul, with tambourines, with songs of joy and with musical instruments.  And the women sang to one another as they celebrated ‘Saul has struck down his thousands, and David his tens of thousands.’ And Saul was very angry, and this saying displeased him…And Saul spoke to Jonathan his son and to all his servants, that they should kill David.  But Jonathan, Saul’s son, delighted much in David.  And Jonathan told David, ‘Saul my father seeks to kill you.  Therefore be on your guard … should it please my father to do you harm, the LORD do so to Jonathan and more also if I do not disclose it to you and send you away, that you may go in safety.  May the LORD be with you, as he has been with my father.  If I am still alive, show me the steadfast love of the LORD, that I may not die; and do not cut off your steadfast love from my house forever, when the LORD cuts off every one of the enemies of David from the face of the earth.’  And Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying ‘May the LORD take vengeance on David’s enemies.’ And Jonathan made David swear again by his love for him, for he loved him as he loved his own soul.

Reader

The word of the Lord

People 
Thanks be to God
A Congregational Reading of Psalm 145 ESV

(Stephen Wood and Ryan Kool)

I will extol you, my God and my King, and bless your name forever and ever.

Every day I will bless you and praise your name forever and ever.

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, and his greatness is unsearchable.

One generation shall commend your works to another, and shall declare your mighty

acts.

On the glorious splendor of your majesty, and on the wondrous works, I will meditate.

They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds, and I will declare your greatness.

They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness and shall sing aloud of your

righteousness.

The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

The LORD is good to all and his mercy is over all that he has made.

All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, and all your saints shall bless you!

They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom and tell of your power, to make known to the

children of man your mighty deeds and the glorious splendor of your kingdom

Your Kingdom is an everlasting kingdom and your dominion endures throughout all generations

The LORD upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down.

The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season.

You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living thing.

The LORD is righteous in all his ways and kind in all his works.

The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.

He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; he also hears their cry and saves them.

The LORD reserves all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy.

My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD and let all flesh bless his holy name

forever and ever.

Lesson Three  (James and Amy Sullivan—Song of Songs (2:10-13; 8:6-7)): 

Reader: 
A Reading from Song of Songs


Arise, my love, my beautiful one, and come away, for behold the winter is past; the rain is over and gone.  The flowers appear on the earth, the time of singing has come, and voice of the turtledove is heard in our land.  The fig tree ripens its figs, and the vines are in blossom; they give forth fragrance.  Arise, my love, my beautiful one and come away…


Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm, for love is strong as death, jealousy is fierce as the grave. Its flashes are flashes of fire, the very flame of the LORD.  Many waters cannot quench love, neither can floods drown it.  
Reader 
The word of the Lord

People 
Thanks be to God

Lesson Four  (Jeannete Martinez—1  John 4:7 and 1 Corinthians 13: 4-7 ESV)

Reader 
A Reading from First John and First Corinthians 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God…Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude.  It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth.  Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love never ends. 

Reader 
The word of the Lord

People 
Thanks be to God
Gospel Reading (Julie Allen—John 15: 9-11) 

Reader 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John


People 
Glory to you, Lord Christ

As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love.  These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.  ‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  


Reader

 The Gospel of the Lord

People

 Praise to you Lord Christ

Homily

The Marriage

The Man, facing the woman and taking her right hand in his says:

In the Name of God, I, (Evan) take you (Amy), to be my wife, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish until we are parted by death. This is my solemn vow.

Then they loose their hands, and the Woman, still facing the man, takes his right hand in hers, and says:

In the Name of God, I, (Amy) take you (Evan), to be my husband, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish until we are parted by death. This is my solemn vow.

They loose their hands

Celebrant: Bless, O Lord, these rings to be a sign of the vows by which this man and this woman have bound themselves to each other; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

The man places the ring on the ring-finger of the woman’s hand and says:

(Amy), I give you this ring as a symbol of my vow, and with all that I am, and all that I have, I honor you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

The woman places the ring on the ring-finger of the man’s hand and says:

(Evan), I give you this ring as a symbol of my vow, and with all that I am, and all that I have, I honor you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Unity Candle  (Special Music)
Then the Celebrant joins the right hands of husband and wife and says:

Now that (Evan) and (Amy) have given themselves to each other by solemn vows, with the joining of hands and the giving and receiving of a ring, I pronounce that they are husband and wife, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

People:
 Amen

The Prayers

All Standing, the Celebrant says:

Eternal God, creator and preserver of all life, author of salvation, and giver of all grace:  Look with favor upon the world you have made, and for which your Son gave his life, and especially upon this man and this woman whom you make one flesh in Holy Matrimony.

People: 
Amen
Give them wisdom and devotion in the ordering of their common life, that each may be to the other a strength in need, a counselor in perplexity, a comfort in sorrow, and a companion in joy.

People: 
Amen
Grant that their wills may be so knit together in your will, and their spirits in your Spirit, that they may grow in love and peace with you and one another all the days of their life.

People: 
Amen

Give them grace, when they hurt each other, to recognize and acknowledge their fault, and to seek each other’s forgiveness and yours.

People: 
Amen
Make their life together a sign of Christ’s love to this sinful and broken world, that unity may overcome estrangement, forgiveness heal guilt, and joy conquer despair.

People: 
Amen
Bestow on them, if it is your will, the gift and heritage of children, and the grace to bring them up to know you, to love you, and to serve you.

People: 
Amen
Give them such fulfillment of their mutual affection that they may reach out in love and concern for others.

People: 
Amen
Grant that all married persons who have witnessed these vows may find their lives strengthened and their loyalties confirmed.

People: 
Amen
Grant that the bonds of our common humanity, by which all your children are united one to another, and the living to the dead, may be so transformed by your grace, that your will may be done on earth as it is in heaven; where, O Father, with your Son and the Holy Spirit, you live and reign in perfect unity now and forever.

People: 
Amen
The Blessing of the Marriage

The people remain standing.  The husband and wife kneel, and the Celebrant says:

Most gracious God, we give you thanks for your tender love in sending Jesus Christ to come among us, to be born of a human mother, and to make the way of the cross to be the way of life.  We thank you, also, for consecrating the union of the man and woman in his Name.  By the power of your Holy Spirit, pour out the abundance of your blessing upon this man and this woman. Defend them from every enemy.  Lead them into all peace.  Let their love for each other be a seal upon their hearts, a mantle about their shoulders, and a crown upon their foreheads.  Bless them in their work and in their companionship; in their sleeping and in their waking; in their joys and in their sorrows; in their life and in their death.  Finally, in your mercy, bring them to that table where your saints feast for ever in your heavenly home; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen

The husband and wife still kneeling, the Celebrant adds this blessing:

God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you; the Lord mercifully with his favor look upon you, and fill you with all spiritual benediction and grace; that you may faithfully live together in this life, and in the age to come having life everlasting. Amen

The Peace

The Celebrant may say to the people:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People: And also with you

The newly married couple then greet (kiss) each other, after which greetings may be exchanged throughout the congregation. 

The Holy Communion

The Celebrant faces the people and says:

The Lord be with you

People

And also with you

Celebrant
Lift up your hearts

People

We lift them to the Lord

Celebrant
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

People

It is right to give him thanks and praise

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds:

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.


Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel

Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People

Christ has died.

Christ has risen. 

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues:

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.  Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,


hallowed by thy Name


thy kingdom come,


thy will be done,



on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses


as we forgive those 



who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,


but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,


and the  power, and the glory,



for ever and ever.




Amen

The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us

People

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

Celebrant
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

Celebrant 
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven

Groom

Amen
Celebrant 
The Blood of Christ, the cup of Salvation.

Groom

Amen 

Celebrant 
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven

Bride

Amen 

Celebrant 
The Blood of Christ, the cup of Salvation.

Bride

Amen
Celebrant says

Let us pray:

O God, the giver of all that is true and lovely and gracious: We give you thanks for binding us together in these holy mysteries of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  Grant that by your Holy Spirit (Evan) and (Amy) now joined in Holy Matrimony, may become one in heart and soul, live in fidelity and peace, and obtain those eternal joys prepared for all who love you; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Dismissal

Celebrant
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

